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Read, Write, Sing, Talk, Play - Every Day!

Did you know... ?

Children’s writing skills develop over time and
each at their own rate. Skills typically develop in
this order:

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows

that Type, by
Doreen Cronin

Random scribbles )
In this Caldecott Honor story
Controlled scribbles the cows on Farmer Brown’s
Drawing to communicate farm find an old typewriter and begin typing

. demands. Not only will young children find
Writing to tell a story - as told to an adult humor and delight in the antics of the farm

Letter-like forms to tell a story animals, they will see the power that written
words can have.
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Creative spelling — they spell words how they
think they sound More fun on Farmer Brown’s farm:

& Correct spelling and writing of words

Encourage your child to write for a variety of
different purposes.

Here’s how... Q

& Writing thank you notes or describing an

activity are fun ways to start. These can be
written in an email or stamped letter.

& Ask your child to create lists that will help them
Y . . , P Choose Books v
or the family. They can make lists for:

Going to the grocery store

Books that develop awareness of print:

Erran n
* ands to ru e Books with lots of punctuation marks

e« Tasks that need to be done inside or o Bosls with stams, lists, lalbels, memus,

outside the house charts, instructions, etc., as part of the
. . . illustrations
o Gifts they would like to be given for
special occasions e Books in which characters are using

print in different ways, such as writing a
& Collect materials for your child to use as they letter or making a checklist

practice writing, such as paper, envelopes, and
writing tools. Create a special place for these
writing materials, such as a drawer or box.

e Books with speech or thought bubbles

e Recipe books



Talk ®)

Children this age often don’t know how to spell
the words they want to write. Instead of telling
them how to spell the word, you can help them
become stronger writers by asking them what
sounds they hear, and ask what letter or group
of letters might make that sound. It’s ok if they
aren’t exactly perfect. If children become too
anxious about the need to spell words correctly
at this age, it can prevent them from being
creative or wanting to write longer sentences or
stories.

Write f

Children can practice the power of writing
by helping you make grocery or “to do” lists,
writing invitations, greeting
cards and thank you notes,
etc. They can print by hand or
type on a computer. They can
even use an old typewriter!

Play

Homemade Bingo Boards

You can make your own Bingo boards at home,
using words your child can begin reading on
their own, such as family names, colors and
numbers, shapes, or words suggested by their
teacher.

You can draw out the boxes with a ruler, or use
the internet to search for a free Bingo card
maker. Use pennies, cereal, or other small
objects to cover the words when they’re called.
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red |yellow| pink

black | brown

blue |green |orange |purple| white

Find more “Bookworms” at

Sing ﬂ

The Animal Fair

I went to the animal fair
The birds and the beasts were there,
The big baboon by the light of the moon
Was combing his auburn hair.
The monkey bumped the skunk,
And sat on the elephant’s trunk;
The elephant sneezed and fell to his knees,
And that was the end of the monk!
The monk!

https://bussongs.com/
songs/i-went-to-the-animal-fair
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Electronic books and audio books: Screen time
for young children should be limited; however,
reading an occasional picture book with your
child on your device is one way to enjoy more
great stories together. Or skip the screen—
listening to audio books develops important early
literacy skills. Ask your library about e-books
and audio books available for checkout.
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